284	DISARMAMENT AND SECURITY	Part II
restate the French conditions for a reduction of French armaments.
These conditions were the organization of peace in Europe 'on a solid
basis', the establishment of a strict permanent control over arma-
ments, with provision for sanctions in case of a breach of obligations;
and supervision of the manufacture, especially the private manu-
facture, of arms. On this last point the French delegation intended
to submit detailed proposals in due course. Monsieur Paul-Boncour
also caused something like consternation by reverting to the idea
that 'aggressive' armaments should not be abolished but should be
retained for the use of the League of Nations.1 The resubmission of
this proposal at this stage no doubt reflected the conviction, which
was held by many Frenchmen, that Germany, having already begun
to rearm, would not accept any system of control on the terms
contemplated by France—a conviction which led naturally to the
conclusion that * aggressive5 weapons (the possession of which put
France in a position of superiority over Germany for the time being)
must on no account be destroyed until an adequate system of control
had been accepted and put into effective operation. Monsieur Paul-
Boncour was perhaps thinking less of the effect of his words upon
his immediate hearers than of their effect in France, and his speech
created an unfortunate impression of intransigence. The appearance
of an exchange of roles between Germany and France was strengthened
by the conciliatory attitude of Herr Nadolny, who said that, while
Germany would like the Disarmament Conference to go further in
regard to the reduction of material than was contemplated in the
British plan, he would accept any proposal relating to land arm-
aments that was likely to meet with general approval, and would
not insist upon his own amendments. The withdrawal of the German
amendments enabled the General Commission to proceed rapidly
with the first-reading discussion of the articles on land armaments.
An interesting point was raised by a Turkish amendment providing
for the abolition of the special regime of the Straits which had been
established by the Lausanne Treaty. In a conversation with Tevfik
Rustii Bey, the leader of the Turkish delegation, Sir John Simon had
undertaken to give careful consideration to this proposal, and the
Turkish delegate suggested the appointment of a special committee
to examine the matter. Monsieur Paul-Boncour pointed out, how-
ever, that the Turkish amendment raised an important question of
principle, since its adoption would involve revision of one of the
Treaties of Peace, and he felt that it would be undesirable to intro-
1 For the earlier history of this proposal, see the Survey for 1932, pp. 198,
217-18,220,277,278-9.

